
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O V E R   &   A B O V E 

G I V I N G 

 

 

 

COMMITMENT 

 

Let God guide you and direct you as you become a part of “Now is 

the TIME . . . More than a Building”.  The accompanying 

commitment card and envelope is provided for you to use as a 

prayer focus and then a statement of your faith commitment.  Please 

use the commitment card and the envelope provided. 

 

What Should You Do? 

Make a commitment that stretches your faith, one that causes you to 

believe in God’s ability to give it through you. 

 

Pray 

By now you should have begun to pray about what God would have 

you do.  If not, ask the Lord’s guidance as you begin to get involved 

in this time of Over & Above giving.  This is one of the most 

important steps you will take in preparation for your response to the 

“Now is the TIME . . . More than a Building” challenge. 

 

Discuss With Your Family 

Husbands and wives should discuss this matter and seek God’s 

guidance together.  For those with children, you may want to make 

this a family time of prayer and come to a group decision.  If you are 

single, you may want to discuss this with a close friend. 

 

Decide 

Your decision to give, and how much to give, is between you and the 

Lord.  Decide how much you feel God wants you to give to “Now is 

the TIME . . . More than a Building” between now and March 2016-

2017. 



 

Pastor James discusses: 

THE VISION OF AJ FIRST 

Q. What is “Now is the TIME . . . More than a Building”? 

A. As you know, God has given us a theme for the days ahead: 

 “Now is the TIME . . . More than a Building”.  This vision is 

far greater than property and buildings.  “Now is the TIME . . . 

More than a Building” is more than a building.  It is an 

EVANGELISTIC OUTREACH designed to touch every single 

member of this body, to challenge them to “look unto the fields” 

(John 4:35). 

Q. What kind of evangelistic outreach are you referring to? 

A. It is the vision to win new converts for Jesus Christ. 

 “Now is the TIME . . . More than a Building” is increased 

commitment to this city and its untapped harvest by wearing the 

mantle of a “fountainhead church,” and opening the doors of our 

vision to children, young people, hungry men and women and to 

battle-weary warriors on the front lines of ministry. 

Q. Does the vision go beyond our immediate borders? 

A. Yes.  It includes the sending out of missionaries and those called 

to full-time ministries right within the ranks of our own 

congregation. 

Q. “Now is the TIME . . . More than a Building”includes the 

building of a 7,300 sq. ft. Multi-Purpose Center.  What will 

that entail? 

A. We are looking at expanded Worship, Discipleship, Fellowship, 

and Office space.  This will also allow us to repurpose the CE 

building into a dedicated Children’s Center. 

 The planners have been asked to design an addition to fit the 

growing church family of AJ First, to take a good look at who we 

are today and what size we will need for tomorrow and like 

a tailor, design a garment that fits the growing shape of our body.  

This will not be some kind of monument, but rather a center that 

facilitates all of the ministries of the church. 

Q. Is this expansion large enough to accommodate future 

growth? 

A. One thing I’ve learned during these past years of growth at AJ 

First is to not limit what God is doing.  I don’t know how large the 

church will grow.  I do know that our responsibility is to build to 

house the harvest.  This current planned expansion will enable 

us to continue our current growth rate for the near future. 

Q. When will the vision for “Now is the TIME . . . More than a 

Building”actually be implemented? 

A. The design phase has been underway for several months.  

Construction start is planned for ASAP following the time of 

commitment to underwrite the cost of construction. 

Q. In dollars and cents, what will the total cost be for this new 

construction program? 

A. This new development can be accomplished for about $600,000 

(at $80/sq. ft.; but the actual cost will be lower with help from 

MAPS/RV Volunteers).  The vision for the Multi-purpose Center 

is for the practical, essential items necessary for the flow of 

ministry.  We desire a building that will last, without being 

ostentatious or extravagant. 

Q. Will we be using MAPS/RV Volunteers for this project? 

A. Yes.  We will be applying for assistance from MAPS/RV 

Volunteers, which can save us about 30 – 40% in construction 

costs. 

Q. Is the idea of sowing and harvesting something new for AJ 

First? 

A. No, not at all.   From its beginning, the church has been sowing 

and harvesting, as is evidenced by what we see in the current 

buildings and property. 



 

 Many of us today are yet harvesting what others have planted 

before us.  Should Jesus tarry, we pray that many more will be 

called to plant seed and others will reap the harvest in Jesus’ 

name.  Today we continue to make history, sowing seed into the 

ground with tears, sweat and labor, knowing that when He plants 

a seed, He is faithful to water it with the Holy Spirit, and it will 

always bear good fruit. 

 Our congregation gets very excited when people come to the 

altar.  We love to see people saved and filled with the Holy Spirit.  

Our people love to hear about how we are reaching beyond our 

borders into our neighborhoods, the inner city, and foreign fields.  

Vision excites us! 

Q. What do you believe God is saying to AJ First? 

A. I believe the Lord is speaking the same word He spoke to Israel 

in Isaiah 54:2-3.  His command to them was, Enlarge your 

house; build an addition.  Spread out your home, and spare no 

expense!  For you will soon be bursting at the seams.  God has 

strategically positioned us in our city and has opened wide the 

door of opportunity to us.  WE must step through by faith. 

 Our church board, who oversee the material affairs of this 

church, have been sensitive in the way they have handled the 

finances of the church.  They have always endeavored to be 

solution-oriented, trying to find answers to our growth 

challenges. 

We have not done these things in order to grow, but we did them 

as a response to God’s blessings. 

Q. How will “Now is the TIME . . . More than a Building” be 

funded? 

A. God’s people have always been put in a two-fold position of faith 

and commitment. 

 Major steps in the Kingdom of God are not measured by the size 

of building program or dollars, but by how God’s people respond 

in those two areas over a given period of time. 

 It is sometimes appealing to create a system where faith and 

commitment are not required, while still achieving the same goal.  

However, man’s best ideas fall short of God’s objective. 

 God could, at any time, remove all obstacles and allow us to 

achieve our goals, but it’s how we endure in the process that 

most interests Him. 

God is able to drop $500,000 - $600,000 down from where we 

know not, but as in times past, I am sure that God will choose to 

give through His people.  And as we are faithful to His plan to 

give back to Him, day after day, week after week, the need will 

be met. 

The pattern in the Word of God is to invest in the Kingdom.  The 

pattern of our church, and the philosophy that we believed in, is 

not to have full coffers, but to invest our money in the Kingdom 

as quickly as possible –to use our money in a sanctified way so 

as to make it work for the Kingdom, whether by sending it to the 

mission field or by extending the tents at home. 

Q. What does the Bible say about financing the vision of a 

church? 

A. In Biblical history, two major building programs, the building of 

the tabernacle under Moses, and the construction of the temple 

under David and Solomon, give us insight in answering that 

question.  Both employed the concept of faith promises or vow 

offerings. 

Q. Could you cite some biblical examples of investing in the 

Kingdom? 

A. Sure.  In the Bible, we find that people brought their goods and 

possessions wholeheartedly and sacrificially over a relatively 

short period of time.  Then they proceeded with what they had, 

and any further needs were met by the willingness of the people 

for the work of God.  In other words, their giving continued 

throughout the entire construction period. 



 

Q. You have said before that God is more concerned with our 

attitude than our method.  What do you mean? 

A. God is far more concerned with our attitude relative to faith and 

commitment than with our specific method of finance.  God is 

both sovereign and flexible in His methods.  He can and will 

provide in ways never envisioned. 

 What He will not honor, however, is the paralysis of fear that 

prevents a church from moving on in God.  He will not allow us to 

escape the necessary steps of God-honoring faith, and total 

commitment, no matter how spiritual we try to make the 

alternatives sound. 

 God wants us to operate with mammon in a sanctified way, not 

only by wise money management and not over-extending 

ourselves presumptuously, but probably even more by being 

willing to part with money and invest it for eternity. 

 Furthermore, we must count the cost of those not reached 

because the pastures are not adequate for the existing flock, let 

alone for an expanded vision.  The faith and vision to move must 

be weighed against the practical concerns and a balance struck 

when God impresses us to strike it. 

Q. What direction has the church board felt is best to go? 

A. After praying together, the church board has agreed to believe 

that as the people of AJ First follow the directives that God will 

give them, that we can build this building without encumbering 

debt. 

 The church board will continue to oversee the finances of the 

church as well as this development project. 

Q. How will this project affect the people of AJ First? 

A. This is one of the greatest concerns likely to surface.  If past 

history of God’s dealings in this church is a gauge, all of us will 

grow spiritually from this experience.  God is not nearly as 

interested in building programs as He is in what is accomplished 

in the lives of His people during the process. 

 If we’re open to the Holy Spirit, we will likely be challenged in our 

faith as never before.  Taking this step of faith together 

corporately, will become a step of faith for us individually.  After 

all, the church is simply made up of parts of the body like you 

and me.  The result will be that we will “cross a river together” 

that will bring us into possession of promises that we could not 

have laid hold of had we not gone across. 

Q. Someone may ask, “How will this affect me?” 

A. There are certain things that we have learned in taking such 

steps of faith in the past.  The size of the gift is not nearly as 

significant as what we have left over after we’ve given. 

 Frankly, the same Spirit Who leads us by revelation to give by 

faith is also capable of showing us creative ways of raising the 

funds. 

 Special projects, extra overtime, even selling things to give the 

proceeds to the Lord for His church . . . these are all possibilities, 

not to mention the unexpected blessings that the Holy Spirit may 

provide. 

 All great steps of faith, including building programs, have been 

known to bring God’s people into one of two dimensions.  Either 

they responded in doubt by looking at the giants, or they 

responded in faith by looking at God.  Only when they responded 

in faith did they enter into the Land of Promise. 

 One thing is for certain:  God has always blessed His people 

when they responded in faith.  No one has ever “out-given” God.  

The greater the faith of His people, the more that He prospered 

their lives and fruitfulness.  Because of your faith it will happen 

(Matthew 9:29). 

Q. As the Lead Pastor, what role will you play? 

A. My primary responsibility will continue to be the oversight and 

pastoral care of the church. 



 

 It must be recognized, however, that the need for direction and 

clear spiritual vision will be intensified, as with any major step of 

faith. 

Q. Who will carry the load? 

A. It must be recognized that in any major project, particularly one 

which touches the ministry of the whole church, all of us will 

shoulder the load together.  No one man or group can carry the 

burden.  The key word will be Imagine . . . 

 Imagine . . . what will happen as we pray. 

 Imagine . . . what the Lord can do with our time and money. 

 Imagine . . . the result as journey into a new dimension of God’s 

promise. 

 Imagine . . . the sheaves of the harvest that we will present to 

the Lord. 

 Imagine . . . the celebration of VICTORY. 

 

God is able to do immeasurably more than all that we ask or 

imagine.  Ephesians 3:20a NIV 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Now is the TIME . . . More than a Building” 

The call to participate in this stewardship initiative is more than one 

person’s responsibility; rather it is everyone’s opportunity.  AJ First 

finds its fulfillment in serving spiritual food to the hungry . . . It 

nourishes our children, gives direction to our young people, and 

provides a place of worship to the Lord.  AJ First is a place where 

people love each other enough to respond together. 

Giving back to AJ First helps keep things in perspective.  Life is 

more than position and material things.  It should be about being 

obedient to God and coming alongside of Him in whatever He is 

doing. 

One day your gift will be given back to you . . . 

 as a smile 

 as a thank you 

 as a life well-lived. 

The “Now istheTIME . . . Morethana Building”initiative is a 

testimony to AJ First’s commitment to meet the far-reaching needs 

of our community and beyond. 

“Now istheTIME . . . Morethana Building” 

 . . . is something: 

  worth working for . . . 

  worth striving for . . . 

  worth giving to! 

It has always been a lifestyle of AJ First to give so that other people 

can be a part of this church ---with a purpose of coming to Christ. 
 


